Silent radiological imaging time in patients with brain metastasis.
Cerebral metastasis is a common finding in patients with systemic carcinoma and is an indication for progress of the disease. When brain metastases occur, they lead to a considerable decrease in both survival and the quality of life, in patients who otherwise might be functional. Furthermore, the location, size and number of such lesions, play a decisive role in management and prognosis. Even though early diagnosis and treatment is curative in rare cases, it may lead to a useful remission of the central nervous system (CNS) symptoms, enhance the patient's quality of life and prolong survival. The radiological exams established in the diagnosis of this condition, include computed tomography (CT) scan or magnetic resonance imaging (MRI). In cases of "micrometastatic" disease though, these exams may be pronounced as normal. This retrospective study was performed in patients with advanced systemic disease, who presented with neurological findings of intracranial mass lesion, in the absence of radiological evidence. Early-occurring symptoms were evaluated in accordance to location of the primary disease and follow-up with repetitive MRI scans was performed, in an attempt to confirm the diagnosis and facilitate prompt and appropriate treatment.